[image: image1.jpg]satrg) centre
science sp . o
here




Floating and Sinking workshop - Teacher’s notes 
A workshop for p1-3
Duration: 30 (10 minutes will be required between sessions for turnaround)
Maximum numbers of pupils per workshop: 20
A brief introduction
Will it sink or will it float? Children investigate the basics of sinking and floating using small toys in this interactive workshop. 
What to expect

The basic concepts of why things sink or float will be explored by children working in groups of 4 or 5 to find out which toys will sink or float in water. Each group has a small basin of water and all children will be expected to contribute to the activity. 
What is covered?
· Use of toys to guess if they will sink or float
· What causes objects to sink or float

Curriculum for Excellence links

It is intended that the workshop will help work towards the following outcomes

Science
SCN 0-07a - Through everyday experiences and play with a variety of toys and other objects, I can recognise simple types of forces and describe their effects. 

SCN 2-08b - By investigating floating and sinking of objects in water, I can apply my understanding of buoyancy to solve a practical challenge. 

Ideas, Skills and Attitudes

Ideas
· Some objects will sink or float depending on the material they are made of
Skills

· Pupils can work in groups and communicate with each other to make an informed decision
Extension work
Back in class or at home, children can make their own paper boats and have a boat race. The design and trail and error nature of the activity will encourage children to consider the concepts they will have covered in this workshop.
Note

This information is designed to help teachers like you when you bring your class to Satrosphere Science Centre. Please let us know of anything else that you think should be included.
